Differential lectin binding of Onchocerca lienalis and Onchocerca ochengi infective larvae following their development in Simulium ornatum s.l.
Lectins have been used to investigate species specific differences in carbohydrate moieties on the surface of the infective larvae of two Onchocerca species following their development in Simulium ornatum. Of the seven FITC-labelled lectins used in this study only two, Arachis hypogea (PNA) and Helix pomatia (HPA), bound to the surface of O. lienalis, whereas no lectin binding could be detected on the surface of O. ochengi infective larvae. This indicates that in principal lectins might be a potential tool for the differentiation of more closely related Onchocerca species.